
   Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent, a time when 
many Christians prepare for Easter by observing a period of 
fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline. 
Although Ash Wednesday has ancient roots, it does not 
appear in the rituals of The United Methodist Church or our 
predecessor denominations until the 20th century.  
   Ash Wednesday emphasizes two themes: our sinfulness 
before God and our human mortality. The service focuses 
on both themes, helping us realize that both have been 
triumphed through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 
   Ashes are an ancient symbol. In Genesis, we read that 
God formed human beings out of the dust of the earth 
(Genesis 2:7). After expulsion from the Garden of Eden, the 
first human beings are told by God, “you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19 NRSV). The Hebrew 
word translated dust, is occasionally translated ashes 
elsewhere. Throughout scripture, ashes are part of rituals 
when people seek forgiveness and mourn their sin (see 
Numbers 19:9, 17; Hebrews 9:13; Jonah 3:6; Matthew 
11:21, and Luke 10:13, among others). 
  The imposition of ashes on the heads of Christians to mark 
the beginning of Lent can be traced at least to the 10th 
century. Marking the forehead with the sign of the cross is a 
more recent adaptation.  
   In earlier centuries, ashes were used to mark those who 
had been separated from the church because of serious 
sins and were seeking to be re-admitted to the fellowship of 
the church. In effect, they were redoing the process of final 
preparation for church membership along with those doing it 
for the first time.  

They were sprinkled with ashes and given rough garments 
to wear as a sign of sorrow for their sins and their 
commitment to seek renewal in Christian life through this 
season. 
   Since the tenth century, the observance of Ash 
Wednesday has become a general rite for all in the Western 
church. The Orthodox churches have never observed this 
rite.  
   United Methodists first adopted an official ritual for Ash 
Wednesday that involves the use of ashes in the 1992 Book 
of Worship. Prior to that time, Methodists either had no 
official service at all for this day (through 1964) or an 
“ashless” Ash Wednesday Service (1965 Book of Worship). 
The use of ashes remains optional in the current Book of 
Worship, and, indeed, in all rites for this day. Ashes are an 
"accessory" that demonstrates an awareness of mortality 
and an intent to repent. The actual awareness and the 
corporate and personal acts of repentance are the 
substance of services for the first day of Lent.  
   In many churches the ashes are made by burning the 
palms from the previous year's Palm Sunday.  
   As the ashes are placed on the forehead, words such as 
these are spoken: "Remember that you are dust and to dust 
you shall return," recalling God's words to Adam in Genesis 
3:19, or “Repent, and believe the gospel” recalling the 
message of both John the Baptist and Jesus (Mark 1:15). 
   Through the service of ashes on the first day of Lent, we 
come before God recognizing our humanity, repenting of 
our sin, and remembering who we are and who we can be. 
 

[www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-when-did-ash-wed-begin
-and-why-do-we-celebrate-it] 



 

Sunday Class 9 am Jubilee Class Room 101 

Sunday Class 9 am New Beginnings Class Room 102 

Sundays 10 am Worship Service Sanctuary 

Mondays: 
Except the 14th 

1 pm Seaside Stitchers Room 200 

Tuesdays 10 am Ladies Bible Study 
Fellowship 
Hall 

Tuesdays 6 pm Choir Practice Room 100 

Wednesdays 8:30 am 
Men’s Fellowship  

and Prayer w/ Breakfast 
Fellowship 
Hall 

Thursdays 10 am 
Resolution for Men 

w/ Lunch 
Room 102 

Wednesday, 2 6 pm Ash Wednesday Service Sanctuary 

Sunday, 6 10 am Holy Communion Sanctuary 

Tuesday, 8 1 pm 
JOYFOL Game Day/
Organizational Mtg. 

Fellowship 
Hall 

Monday, 14 1 pm 
United Methodist 
Women Meeting 

Fellowship 
Hall 

Saturday, 19 9 am 
UMW Day of 

Remembrance 
Moss Hill, 
Vernon 

Monday, 21 6 pm 
United Methodist Men 

Meeting 
Fellowship 
Hall 

Daylight Saving Time 

Begins: March 13, 2022  

Don’t forget to turn your 

clocks ahead one hour 

before bed on Saturday, 

March 12. 

GULFVIEW UMC 

MAGNETIC NAME 

BADGES 
 

   Have you seen Gulfview attendees wearing these 

magnetic engraved name badges? These badges 

are easier to wear on your clothing. Would you like 

to order one for yourself? The cost is $10 each.  

   If you would like to have a name badge, please 

contact Kris at the church office by March 31. Call: 

850.234.2889 or email: gulfviewofc@gmail.com. 

New Members 

Linda Kilgore, Brenda Wingate, Becky Martin 

 

   It has been a while since we have had a JOYFOL Game 
Day. Folks would look forward to coming out a couple 
times a month to play games or go on an outing like a 
dinner theatre or Wakulla Springs. In case you missed 
last month’s newsletter article, JOYFOL is an acronym 
for “Just Older Youth Full of Life”.  
   We are having a Game Day/Organizational Meeting and 
everyone is invited. Come on out for a time of fellowship 
and fun. Let’s put our thoughts together to come up 
with ideas for future JOYFOL events. Hope to see you 
there. If you have any questions, see Sam Blount. 

 
   Gulfview UMW appreciates the cans of soup that 
were donated for the food pantry. There were 353 
cans of soup delivered to the pantry at Gulf Beach 
Presbyterian (the “Pink Church”). They have been 
busy serving the community and were very thankful 
for our donation. We also appreciate Bonnie (far left) 
and Sheila (far right) who contribute their time to 
work at the facility. 



   Maxine Saville, a Gulfview UMC 

member since 2016, passed away on 

February 10, 2022. Born on July 4, 

1950 in Waynesville, NC. 

    Maxine (Rogers), graduated with a 

Bachelor of Science Degree in Interior 

Design from the University of Georgia in Athens, GA. 

Before she had joined NSI as a property manager, 

Maxine was a project manager for Cooper Carry Studio. 

   She loved animals, especially cats. She had many 

cats over the years and her most recent, who was 

found under a bush at Gulfview, named Bebe, was only 

days old. Maxine got up every two hours to feed him. 

Bebe would curl up and sleep on her chest. 

   Maxine had a natural talent for design and loved 

decorating for her extended family at Thanksgiving, 

Christmas and any special occasion. She made many 

wreaths and other projects while attending Gulfview. 

   She and her husband Rob had moved to Columbus, 

GA a few years ago to be closer to family and had 

many, many friends wherever she lived. She nurtured 

those friendships until the day she passed away. 

Maxine had one sister and two brothers. She will be 

missed by so many. 

   Maxine asked that her ashes be scattered on the 

Haywood County side of the Smoky Mountain Parkway. 

   A resident of Panama City Beach, 

Florida, passed away on February 6, 

2022. She was born on September 

12, 1933 in Chickasha, Oklahoma.  

   She graduated from Trona High School 

in California and later met her future spouse in the 

Panama Canal Zone. Glenna went on to live the life of 

a United States of America Army officer’s wife raising 

four children, and upon her husband’s military 

retirement,  the Thomases operated a family-owned 

jewelry store.  

   She is preceded in death by her late husband, John, 

Sr. Her survivors include: John Thomas, Jr. (Darnell) of 

Orlando, Ronald Thomas (Inna) of Jacksonville, Donna 

Wheeler (George) of Lynn Haven, and Debra Landon 

(Josh) of Niceville. She also is survived by many 

grandchildren and several great-grandchildren, as well 

as many loving family members and friends who plan 

on honoring her memory by living their lives to the 

fullest. She was a Gulfview UMC member since 1993. 

RECAP Church Council Meeting  
January 24, 2022 

 

SPRC Chair Bob Draper noted the Annual Report 
had been sent to the District Superintendent Jean 
Tippit. 
 

FINANCE reported a decrease in total assets for 
2021 of $49,522, down to $285,246. However, the 
income for December was positive for the first time 
in 2021. All bank accounts have been updated to 
reflect the new Chair, Jack Kennedy; new Treasurer, 
Don Gedeon; and new Financial Secretary, Dianne 
Flowers. Don Hardy is the new Credit Card Manager 
and all receipts are to be texted to him for record 
keeping within 24 hours. On line giving is now 
available. 
 

MEMBERSHIP Chair Sheila Rucks reported 151 total 
members. 
 

TRUSTEE Chair Lonnie Mead noted four projects 
slated for 2022: New door locks, Portable PA System 
for outdoors, Shower in restroom upstairs and Repair 
of pump house walls. 
 

EVANGELISM Chair Juddy Stephenson reported they 
will focus on the one-mile radius of the Church. 
Angelia Bartlett is planning to start Children’s Church 
soon. 
 

MISSIONS Chair Kathy Hardy reported they had put 
together over 60 Blessing Back Packs and were 
planning to do 60 more. 
 

UMM planned “A Night in Paris” Valentine’s Dinner. 
 

UMW reported a successful Soup Sale and will be 
collecting canned soups for the Food Pantry the first 
week of February. 
 

MARKETING Chair Don Hardy presented a slide 
show regarding the New Mover Program, plus 
several ideas to generate income for the Church 
including Harvest Host, Amazon Smile, Gulfview 
Beach Retreat and more.  
 

WORSHIP Chair Thresia Weber sadly noted the 
passing of Deby Godsell and welcomed her new co-
chair Gayle Mead. 
 

PASTOR BRAD commented that the UMC will 
probably not vote on any changes until 2024 due to 
COVID. He is starting small group discussions for Lent 
and will be having a Sunrise Service for Easter. 
 

     The next Council Meeting will be Monday, April 
25 at 4 pm. All Church members are welcome to 
attend, but only Council members may vote. 
Anyone wishing to address the Council should notify 
the Church office by Wednesday, April 20 with the 
topic to be addressed so it can be put on the 
Agenda under New Business. 



   On February 20, 2022 a Farewell Gathering 
was held for everyone to say their good-byes 
before Marcia moves further south. She 
became a honorary member of the Canadian 
football team, Saskatchewan Roughriders, by 
Betty and Vic donning her with their football 
mascot hat. 

Office Email: gulfviewofc@gmail.com 
Treasurer Email: treasumc@gmail.com 
Website: www.gulfviewatthebeach.org 
Facebook: Gulfview United Methodist Church 
 

Physical Address: 245 Wisteria Lane, PCB, FL 32413 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 20188, PCB, FL 32417 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES 
Sunday Classes—9 a.m. 

Worship—10 a.m. 
Pastor: Rev. Brad Zimanek 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.—2 p.m. 

PHONE: 850.234.2889 

  Corrections for February’s Newsletter: 
 

Jack Kennedy, Sr. should be Jack Kennedy, Jr. 

Elaine’s granddaughter, Elena, was five weeks old, 

instead of five months. 

 Sunday, March 13 - Pastor Brad will 
recognize the 2022 UMW Officers during the 
Worship Service. 

President—Kathy Hardy 
Vice President—Gayle Mead 
Secretary—Cindy Benson  
Treasurer—Bonnie Brant 
Spiritual Growth—Kellie Stevenson  
Membership—Thresia Weber  
Communication Coordinators— 
   Cindy Benson and Martha Roberts  
Historian—JoAnn Stone  
 

 Monday, March 14 - UMW Meeting 1 pm 
Kellie Stevenson will provide the program   
“A Call to Prayer and Self Denial”. 

 

 Saturday, March 19 - Moss Hill Day of 
Remembrance 9 am. This gathering focuses 
on remembering UMW members that have 
passed in the previous year. Gulfview UMW 
will be honoring Joanne Oswalt (July 2020) 
and Mickey Lysack (May 2021). 

  
Gulfview Cash Flow Summary January 2022 

In: 
 
Out: 

To My Gulfview Family, 

   “Thank You' is the least I can say to all 

of you to show my appreciation for the 

wonderful going away reception. The cards, 

the food, the hugs, the kind words, the gifts 

will be remembered for a long time.  

Blessings and love, Marcia  


