Because of Christmas, God with us changes everything
Christians are compelled to say: “Merry Christmas!” We should never be
concerned or feel awkward saying “Merry Christmas!” in this politically correct
world. It’s that important to us. It’s worth celebrating. Jesus’s birth signifies the
history-altering event of God coming to earth in human form to be with us and
later being sacrificed for my sins, your sins, and the sins of the world.
Isaiah 7:14 – written hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth – says: “Therefore,
the Lord Himself will give you a sign; The virgin will conceive, and give birth to a
Son, and will call Him Emmanuel.”
In Matthew, Mary is betrothed to Joseph. This young woman, a teen-ager,
becomes pregnant by a miracle of God before they consummated their
relationship. The power of the Holy Spirit is with her.
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord said through a prophet … that the
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a Son, and they will call Him
Emmanuel – which means – God with us. More than 2,000 years ago, “God with
us” changed the world.
The Lord’s prayer says: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Your
name.” I ask you the question: What do you adore about God? There’s plenty to
choose from.
The Bible, from cover to cover, gives us the multitude of reasons for which we
adore Him. Let’s look at the reasons in each of the 66 books.
First, the Old Testament:
In Genesis, He is the Creator God.
In Exodus, He is the Redeemer.
In Leviticus, He is your sanctification.
In Numbers, He is your guide.
In Deuteronomy, He is your teacher.
In Joshua, He is the Mighty Conqueror.
In Judges, He gives victory over enemies.
In Ruth, He is your Kinsman Redeemer.
In I Samuel, He is the Root of Jesse.
In 2 Samuel, He is the Son of David.
In 1 Kings and 2 Kings, He is King of Kings and
Lord of Lords.
In 1st and 2nd Chronicles, He is your intercessor
and High Priest.
In Ezra, He is your temple, your house of worship.
Continued on back page . . .
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When you enter the Fellowship Hall, you will see
the Angel Tree for the Anchorage Children’s Home
in Panama City (Hidle House Youth Crisis Center).
Please look over the various gifts listed on the
angels and choose one that you can purchase.
Although you will never know the child who
receives your gift, you will have provided them with
something they may never have had before entering
this special place where they can live safely.

Remember as you are shopping for this gift that
the children are between the ages of 10 to 17 and
they can take all their new possessions with them
when they move to a permanent home.
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Each of you probably have several angels that you
will be shopping for this Christmas. The Methodist
Women would like you to consider adding one
more!

5 pm

The gifts that will be listed on individual angels are
as follows: 1 twin Bed in a Bag, 2 pillows, 1 shower
caddy, 1 insulated water bottle (cold/hot), 2 bath
towels, 1 set of earbuds, 1 backpack. Most of the
gifts are at or under $30; some much less.
You can take two angels if you wish to purchase
more. There is no need to put items in gifts bags as
mentioned before; there will be some boxes to hold
the items. December 19th is the deadline to have all
purchased gift items brought to the Church.
If you have any questions or if you were unable to
get an angel and would like to purchase a gift,
please contact Martha Roberts at 850.234.8908. A
big thank you to all who are supporting these
youths at a critical time in their lives and proving,
once again, that Gulfview knows the real meaning of
Christmas!

Ladies Bible Study on Tuesdays
Begins: January 11
10 am
Fellowship Hall
Kellie Stevenson facilitating

Thankful: Pastor Brad
meeting church member,
Doris McCracken.
Grateful: Receiving a
quilt from Seaside
Stitchers.
Blessed: Gulfview’s
thoughtfulness.
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Many thanks to our amazing congregation for
supporting the UMW Thanksgiving Food Baskets
this year. With your generous donations we were
able to supply 25 bags of groceries and $20 gift
cards to families at West Bay Elementary. The love
of the Lord shines through each one of you.
Thanks to these lovely ladies for their help! Gayle
Meade, Kathy Hardy, Jill Zimanek, Jo Ann Stone and
Elaine Averett.
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2021 TITHES
If you would like your 2021 Tithes credited for this
year, please have all your tithe money in by Sunday,
December 26, 2021. Any money after this date
will go onto your 2022 Giving Report. Thank you so
much for your faithful giving for the work of the
Lord at Gulfview.

Gulfview now has a Church App for your phone
or tablet. This will provide so many functions
including:
 Church Directory
 Online Giving
 Event Signups
 Church Calendar
 Check-in Attendance Taker and More

How do you get this?
 Go to your App Store
 Search for “Ministry One” App (look for the

purple/white cross icon above)
Download it
Open it
Search for Gulfview
Install it
This is password protected and only visible to
members.





Contact Don Hardy 813.918.1566 for questions/help
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In Nehemiah, He is your mighty wall, protecting you
from your enemies.
In Esther, He stands in the gap to deliver you from your
enemies.
In Job, He is the arbitrator who not only understands
your struggles but has the power to do something
about them.
In Psalms, He is your song – and your reason to sing.
In Proverbs, He is your wisdom, helping you make
sense of life and live it successfully.
In Ecclesiastes, He is your purpose, delivering you
from vanity.
In the Song of Solomon, He is your Rose of Sharon …
the poetry of our lives … the beautiful flower in the field.
In Isaiah, He is the Mighty Counselor, the Prince of
Peace and Everlasting Father. He’s everything you need.
In Jeremiah, He is your balm of Gilead, the soothing
salve for your sin-sick soul.
In Lamentations, He is the Faithful One upon whom you
can depend.
In Ezekiel, He is the one who assures that dry, dead
bones will come alive again.
In Daniel, He is the Ancient of Days, the ever-lasting God
who never runs out of time.
In Hosea, He is faithful, always beckoning you come
back – even when you’ve abandoned Him.
In Joel, He is your refuge, keeping you safe in times of
trouble.
In Amos, He is the husbandman, the one you can
depend on to stay by your side.
In Obadiah, He is Lord of the Kingdom.
In Jonah, He is your salvation, bringing you back within
His will.
In Micah, He is judge of the nation.
In Nahum, He is the jealous God.
In Habakkuk, He is the Holy One.
In Zephaniah, He’s the witness.
In Haggai, He overthrows enemies.
In Zechariah, He’s Lord of Hosts.
In Malachi, He’s the messenger of the covenant.
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In the New Testament:
In Matthew, He’s King of the Jews.
In Mark, He’s the servant.
In Luke, He’s the Son of Man, feeling what you feel.
In John, He’s the Son of God.
In Acts, He’s Savior of the world.
In Romans, He is the righteousness of God.
In I Corinthians, He is the rock that followed Israel.
In II Corinthians, He is the Triumphant One, giving
victory.
In Galatians, He is your liberty and sets you free.
In Ephesians, He is head of the Church.
In Philippians, He is your joy.
In Colossians, He is your completeness.
In I Thessalonians, He is your hope.
In II Thessalonians, He is your glory.
In I Timothy, He is your faith.
In II Timothy, He is your stability.
In Titus, He’s your reason for serving.
In Philemon, He’s your benefactor.
In Hebrews, He is your perfection.
In James, He is the power behind your faith.
In I Peter, He is your example.
In II Peter, He is your purity.
In I John, He is your life.
In II John, He is your pattern.
In III John, He is your motivation.
In Jude, He is the foundation of your faith.
In Revelation, He is your coming King.
That’s the God we adore.
Because of Jesus, Emmanuel, we never have to be
alone. We don’t have to wonder how to please God.
We don’t have to worry if our efforts are good enough.
We can simply rest knowing He is with us, in us, loves
us, and will never leave us. This Christmas, may we all
enjoy the gift of Emmanuel.
And that’s worth saying “Merry Christmas!” to every
person we meet.
~ Pastor Brad
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